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September 19, 2024 
Regular Meeting 

4:00pm–5:30pm, Siskiyou Conference Room 
51 Winburn Way 

Agenda 
 

I. (4:00) CALL TO ORDER:   
a) Welcome  
b) Quorum count 

 
II. (4:10) LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

“We acknowledge and honor the aboriginal people on whose ancestral homelands we work – the 
Ikirakutsum Band of the Shasta Nation, as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities 
who make their home here today. We denounce the egregious acts of the colonizers and 
government and recognize the horrific impacts that still exist today. We honor the first stewards in 
the Rogue Valley and the lands we live and depend on: Tribes with ancestral lands in and 
surrounding the geography of the Ashland Watershed include the original past, present and 
future indigenous inhabitants of the Shasta, Takelma, and Athabaskan people. We also recognize 
and acknowledge the Shasta village of K’wakhakha - “Where the Crow Lights” - that is now the 
Ashland City Plaza.” 

 
III. (4:15) APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

a) August 15, 2024, regular meeting  
 

IV. (4:20-4:30) PUBLIC FORUM (for items not on the agenda; up to 3 minutes per speaker) 
 

V. (4:30-4 :45) LIAISON REPORTS    
Liaisons:  

a) City Council Liaison, Gina DuQuenne 
b) APRC Liaison, Jim Bachman 
c) Community Development Liaison, Jennifer Chenoweth 

 
VI. (4:45-5:15) DISCUSSION ITEMS and MOTIONS (up to 10 minutes per topic) 

a) Outsider Opera – Jerron Jorgensen to present “Pianos in the Wild” concept 
b) PAAC Consultations with Social Equity and Racial Justice Committee (SERJAC)– 

discussion on PAAC consulting with SERJAC for review of art projects in relation to 
topics of identity; with motion (Beca Blake) 

c) John Pugh Mural “Where the Crow Lights,” Elks Building – Update  
 

VII. (5:15-5:30) OTHER BUSINESS UPDATES and ACTION ITEMS (up to 5 minutes per item) 
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a) ODOT Controller Boxes – Task group to provide update on scheduling 
b) Public Art Maintenance – Update by Peter Finkle  
c) Crosswalks – Update 
d) Marking Ashland Places II – Update  
e) Playwrights Walk - Update by Citizen Group members 
f) Micah Blacklight “Ancestors Future - Crystalizing Our Call” – Update 

 
VIII. ROUND TABLE - Member open discussion of project ideas or opportunities (2 minutes each) 

 
IX. (5:30) ADJOURNMENT - Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, October 17 @ 4:00 pm  
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August 15, 2024 
Regular Meeting 

4:00pm–5:30pm, Siskiyou Conference Room 
51 Winburn Way 

Minutes 
I. (4:00) CALL TO ORDER:   

a) Welcome – Community member Peter Finkle is in attendance, and community 
member Joy Otto in in attendance; PAAC members introductions 

b) Quorum count - achieved 
 

Committee Members Present: Liaisons & Staff Present: 
Cassie Preskenis, Chair Jennifer Chenoweth, Associate Planner 
Liz Adkisson, SOU Student Rep Councilor Gina DuQuenne (via Zoom) 
Beca Blake  
Russell Copley  
Tessa Elbettar, Vice Chair Liaisons & Staff Absent: 
Ken Engelund (via Zoom) Jim Bachman, Parks and Rec Commissioner  
Paige Gerhard  
Susan Jain Special Guests: 
Heather Warden Mike Morrison, Public Works 
Committee Members Absent: Joy Otto 
 Peter Finkle 

 

II. (4:10) LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
“We acknowledge and honor the aboriginal people on whose ancestral homelands we work 
– the Ikirakutsum Band of the Shasta Nation, as well as the diverse and vibrant Native 
communities who make their home here today. We denounce the egregious acts of the 
colonizers and government and recognize the horrific impacts that still exist today. We honor 
the first stewards in the Rogue Valley and the lands we live and depend on: Tribes with 
ancestral lands in and surrounding the geography of the Ashland Watershed include the 
original past, present, and future indigenous inhabitants of the Shasta, Takelma, Athabaskan 
people. We also recognize and acknowledge the Shasta village of K’wakhakha - “Where the 
Crow Lights” - that is now the Ashland City Plaza.” 

 Read by Russell Copley 
 

III. (4:15) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 16, 2024 regular meeting – Ken Engelund motioned to 
approve the minutes with no corrections; The motion was seconded. All approved.  
***Reminder, moving forward, the agenda will be drafted by Jenn and then sent to the entire group to 
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request additional agenda items (those items will be due by a specific date), and then Jenn will send 
the final draft agenda to Cassie for approval prior to Jenn sending and posting the final agenda. We 
have a new website so please reach out to Jenn if there are any questions or issues with downloading 
or viewing the agenda or minutes on the City of Ashland website.***  
 

IV. (4:20-4:30) PUBLIC FORUM (for items not on the agenda; up to 3 minutes per speaker) 
No speakers 

 

V. (4:30-4 :45) LIAISON REPORTS    
Liaisons:  

a) City Council Liaison, Gina DuQuenne; mentioned that there have been a great deal of 
compliments regarding the new crosswalk 

b) Ashland Parks and Recreation Commission Liaison, New APRC Liaison Jim Bachman; 
absent 

c) Community Development Liaison, Jennifer Chenoweth; email inquiries regarding 
painted pianos, utility box painting, and two murals have been coming to planning 
lately. People are probably inspired by the new decorative crosswalk 
 

Side note: Tessa Elbettar announced her resignation from the PAAC and this is the last 
meeting she will be attending as a PAAC committee member. 

 

VI. (4:45-5:15) DISCUSSION ITEMS and MOTIONS (up to 10 minutes per topic) 
a) Velocity Sculpture Update – Mike Morrison presented an update for repairs to 

Velocity (repair plan – adds volume to the base; steel; 2 feet by 1 foot). The fix will 
cost $2,500. After much deliberation a motion was presented by Ken Engelund 
stating. “That PAAC agrees with the repair plan and supports Public Works in 
making the $2,500 repair as presented on the plan to fix the sculpture; and PAAC 
suggests that City staff revisit with the artist/engineer to look into a more 
permanent fix that will modify the art to withstand weight or look at options to 
relocate; and the motion includes investigation of permanent signage and a 
security camera be installed at the site.”  There were eight votes for approval of 
the motion; one vote abstained. 

b) Student Representatives – Ken Engelund to lead discussion on the next steps for 
recruiting AHS and SOU student reps onto the PAAC. PAAC would like to see open 
student rep positions filled. Ken suggested that the Chair of the PAAC write a letter 
to the Superintendent of Ashland School District and the President of SOU or SOU 
department heads. Liz offered to help with recruiting new students from SOU, as 
they have recently graduated and will be giving notice to resign from the PAAC in 
October. 

c) Election of a Vice Chair – Committee to elect a Vice Chair. After some deliberation, 
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Susan Jain has agreed to take on the role as the new Vice Chair of the PAAC. All 
voted yes to elect Susan as Vice Chair of the PAAC. 
 

VII. (5:15-5:30) OTHER BUSINESS UPDATES and ACTION ITEMS (up to 5 minutes per item) 
a) ODOT Controller Boxes – Task group to provide update on Council Meeting and 

project progress – City Council approved the designs that were selected by the 
selection committee and now PAAC can move forward with prep and painting of 
the boxes. The project is expected to occur in September/October. Peter and 
Cassie are working on public/community communication. There was much 
discussion about the City receiving donations – Jenn checked with Brandon and 
there are no issues with the City accepting donations unless the business needs 
recognition or forms for tax purposes, then it may need to go to the legal 
department.  The budget for this project is set at a maximum of $5,000. It was 
suggested that maybe the Chamber or an alternative sponsoring organization 
could accept donations on behalf of the City (materials and/or financial). NOTE: 
Per admin, no contract is required for the work proposed by the painter (prep, 
prime, and sealant) due to the limited amount of the cost estimate. The painter 
can invoice the city, and it will be paid and applied to the PAAC account. 

b) Crosswalks –  
1). Lithia Crosswalk – Celebrate installation of “Walking Upstream” art crosswalk 
on July 2, 2024 (Peter Finkle). Check out Peter Finkle’s article on “Walking 
Upstream” crosswalk by Glory Nylnader 
https://walkashland.com/2024/07/crosswalk-art-in-the-plaza-walking-
upstream/ 
2). Proposed Rainbow Crosswalk in SOU vicinity (Ken Engelund) – Gina and Ken 
introduced an idea of a crosswalk at the entrance of Bridge Street and 
Siskiyou Blvd. The crosswalk is approx. 75 feet across by 10 feet wide. Need to 
provide a design example to get a cost estimate from Geveko.  
Next steps: Design, Cost, & Fundraising. Could SOU students be involved in 
the design and fundraising? Further discussion needed on location and 
process. Liz will join Ken and Gina in the task group for working on the new 
crosswalk at SOU. 

c) Marking Ashland Places II – Update; no new information, ACTION: Jenn sent memo 
on 8/26/2024 inviting Rocky Houston to an upcoming PAAC meeting – email sent 
through J. Bachman. 

d) Public Art Maintenance – Update by Peter Finkle and Mike Morrison – Tabled due to 
time constraints. 

e) Playwrights Walk - Update by Citizen Group members; First plaque to be installed in 
front of the Chamber of Commerce building. 

https://walkashland.com/2024/07/crosswalk-art-in-the-plaza-walking-upstream/
https://walkashland.com/2024/07/crosswalk-art-in-the-plaza-walking-upstream/
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f) Micah Blacklight “Ancestors Future - Crystalizing Our Call” – Update; no new update 
g) John Pugh Mural “Where the Crow Lights,” Elks Building – Update; whole new mural 

design will be publicized in September; lighting will be needed and likely the City 
will fund the lighting bill (per Mike). 
 

VIII. ROUND TABLE - Member open discussion of project ideas or opportunities (2 minutes each)  
The group ran out of time for full round table: Beca shared an idea to consider on the 
next agenda for further discussion. The idea is to bring potential public art projects 
to the Social Equity and Racial Justice Committee for review. This would be similar 
to how the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee and Parks Committee review 
public art projects.  
 

IX. (5:30) ADJOURNMENT - Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, September 19 @ 4:00 pm – 
***Special thanks to Tessa Elbettar for all the work, enthusiasm, and energy she brought to the 
PAAC to better our community public arts!  



Outside Opera - Pianos in the Wild



Pianos in the Wild
O U T S I D E R  o p e r a

Presented by:
Jerron Jorgensen

and Christi McLain

O U T S I D E R  o p e r a
Presented by:

Jerron Jorgensen
and Christi McLain



WHO WE ARE:
Outsider Opera is the Rogue Valley’s
newest nonprofit performing arts
organization, dedicated to building
community through opera.

2Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

Pianos in
the Wild



3Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

OBJECTIVE:

Pianos in
the Wild

To commission local artists or engage
students from local arts programs to paint
murals on  upright pianos. These pianos will
then be donated to the City of Ashland on
behalf of Outsider Opera to be placed in
locations around town.



LOCATIONS 

4Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

Pianos in
the Wild



LOCATION #1: SCIENCEWORKS

4Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

Pianos in
the Wild

Outsider submits proposal to ScienceWorks
Year-round installment

Avoids exposure to elements
Minimizes maintenance

Outsider Opera presentations to the public:
Anatomy of the voice
Physics of sound
Public concerts

Always available to museum guests



LOCATION #2: LITHIA PARK

4Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

Pianos in
the Wild

Outsider will coordinate with Ashland Parks & Rec
Seasonal installment

In storage October–April
Tuning needed after weather/temp changes

Available for:
Free public concerts
Park Music Beauty

Always available for public use



PUBLIC BENEFIT:
Pianos in the Wild will be an interactive installation that intersects art,
music, and urban space to foster a culture of inspiration, creativity, and
community. Outsider Opera will host dedicated pages on its website for
the public to learn about the muralists and post their own photos,
videos, and stories. Additional pianos acquired in the future may be
placed elsewhere around town, or sold for proceeds to be donated to
support music education in the Ashland public schools.

6Outsider Opera outsideropera.com
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the Wild



NEXT STEPS:

7Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

Pianos in
the Wild

Acquire upright pianos on which to paint murals (already completed)1.
With Ashland Public Arts Advisory Council assistance, submit proposals to
ScienceWorks, Parks & Rec, and City of Ashland

2.

Acquire funding for mural commissioning fees and contract muralists (grant funding
proposals already submitted)

3.

Murals are painted on pianos4.
Pianos are donated to ScienceWorks and/or City of Ashland, installed in new locations5.
Outsider Opera will continue to contract piano tuners for necessary maintenance6.



MODELS FOR SUCCESS:
Pianos About Town - Fort Collins, CO
Painted Pianos Project - Troy, OH
Artful Pianos - Newton, MA
Piano. Push. Play. - Portland, OR
Piano Forte - Augusta, GA
PIay Me Again - Atlanta, GA
City Sounds - Des Moines, IA

8Outsider Opera outsideropera.com

Pianos in
the Wild



Equity and Identity in Public Art  
&

 Motion



Lens of Equity in Public Art
Beca Blake
08/21/2024

Remembrance, Repair, Redemption

In July, 2024 an Ashland Sunrise Project event was hosted by Ashland Together.
https://ashlandtogether.org/ashland-sunrise-project/
One of the speakers, Taylor Stewart, spoke about the "3 R's" in relation to Racial Equity
and Social Justice.
This is an important topic for communities because injustices continue to happen by
way of new methods, new development, and the negative impacts of past injustices.
This is also an important topic in public art, as art can represent and give voice to
protected identities who are negatively impacted by injustice.
It is very remarkable and significant that Ashland has a community group interested in
having these conversations. A TedTalk link is provided for further review of Taylor, his
work, and this conversation on identity.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHXSgK3FAl4

Taylor mentions that the first "R" is for "Remembrance".
The second “R” is for “Repair”.
The third “R” is for “Redemption”.

PAAC and Remembrance of First Nations of Southern Oregon
There is an ongoing discussion around John Pugh's mural project and the proper tribe
to contact about the inclusion of references, through imagery and language, of First
Nations.
The Crater Rock Museum is leading by example in the area of inclusivity and education
by creating a room full of displays, in remembrance of First Nations and First Families.
Statements, art, and photos from four Tribes along with maps and historical facts are
thoughtfully presented to the public.

Attached are photos of a helpful map and statements from the Siletz and Grande Ronde
Tribes.
Tribal websites: https://www.grandronde.org/ https://ctsi.nsn.us/

#LandBack
The statements document broken treaties by the US Government with the tribe. Also
included is the statement by Tyee George expressing the tribal members desiring to
return to their lands. When First Nation people speak of Land Back, or #landback, they

https://ashlandtogether.org/ashland-sunrise-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHXSgK3FAl4
https://www.grandronde.org/
https://ctsi.nsn.us/


are referring to the land taken by broken treaties. A Land Back Festival is taking place in
Portland on September 1, 2024.
There are several cases from 2024 of land being bought back by tribes from state or
private entities. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEtlbc_LGOk This repair in Berkeley
is very inspiring.

#MMIW Missing Murdered Indigenous Women Crisis
When a woman disappears, a lineage can disappear with her.
It is important to know that there is an ongoing crisis of missing and abused indigenous
women that is in need of support.
Depictions of indigenous women need to be honored gently, respectfully, with
awareness of the current crisis.
https://www.nativewomanshare.com/mmiw

https://www.niwrc.org/restoration-magazine/june-2020/mmiw-understanding-missing-an
d-murdered-indigenous-women-crisis

Foundations, Grants, Sustainability
Fundraising for artists/art projects is another category of remembrance and repair.
There is a trend happening in the funding community. Government organizations are
honoring the need for prioritizing support focused on repairing cultural inequities. Some
private Foundations are also honoring the need for repair by spending down their Trusts
to tribes and groups focused on maintaining generational creativity and true
sustainability. This is part of the discussion around decolonizing wealth and liberating
capital. One example is the Sustainable Arts Foundation, which acknowledged
(remembered) that the wealth of the family that provided for the foundation's trust was
generated by land and resources stolen from indigenous tribes. They are now spending
down (repairing) the foundation to honor the local tribes in support of a creative society,
in order to be truly sustainable. https://www.sustainableartsfoundation.org/
To understand the significance of this, it is important to consider how the current models
of grant funding in the arts are in part impacted by a lack of regulation in capitalism.
Therefore, dispersing funds is based on compensatory philanthropy, that aims to offer
financial support by having artists compete against one another for support while a
small group of individuals decide and curate who is awarded; ie: who decides who has
their voice supported. While it is noble for wealthy individuals to offer charitable
activities to a community in need, this type of funding does often bring financial and
social benefits to the foundation and the private individuals who manage it. This brings
into focus topics of power, privilege, equity, inclusion, sustainability, community, etc.

https://www.ittibani.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawEyGoJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHdyXfmBM17QPR2RWf3h7wLl7XSYXsJ1rrYllinwxHcsJp8F55NXJosVf0g_aem_d1EzVtIWmc82tYzz7-V-mA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEtlbc_LGOk
https://www.nativewomanshare.com/mmiw
https://www.niwrc.org/restoration-magazine/june-2020/mmiw-understanding-missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-crisis
https://www.niwrc.org/restoration-magazine/june-2020/mmiw-understanding-missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-crisis
https://www.sustainableartsfoundation.org/


Funding heavily impacts the arts, and therefore is another area in need of
accountability, ethics, impartiality, and equity.

Remembrance / Repair in City of Ashland Public Art Advisory

I propose that the PAAC team be required to collaborate with the Social Justice Racial
Equity Committee in future discussions about public art involving any protected or
marginalized identities. Oftentimes when discussing topics of identiy, there are civil
rights that need to be remembered and honored.

First Nations and First Families being one example.
We acknowledge the land of First Nations and First Families at the opening of our
meetings. In doing so, we are acknowledging land and tribes.
It is important to note that this acknowledgement is referring to identities that have been
taken from both the land and the people.
The land is in need of repair along with the people.
Indigenous people have a deep connection to their land that is represented in their
language and culture. When one is forcibly taken from their land, brutally banned from
speaking their language or practicing their culture, removed from their family and put
into assimilation institutions, etc; their identity, and ability for self-actualization, is
negatively impacted, to say the least.
This is why it is important that protected identities, in this case First Nations and
Families, are given an authentic voice in art that is being made to represent their
identity. Otherwise, there is limited remembrance and the opportunity for repair is not
possible, sometimes causing further damage.

About the Kaho-sadi (Shasta) who lived in-and-between Ashland and Jacksonville along
the rivers where the gold was discovered in Oregon.
Regarding the "Shasta" people of Bear Creek Valley in particular:

It appears that "Shasta" isn't the name that this First Nation group in Ashland called themselves
(or the "Shasta" landmarks).
The First Families in the village of Ashland called themselves Kaho-sadi. ("i" is pronounced like
english "e" in their dialect)
It is thought that "shasta" may have been one area or waterway or it was the name of one
individual that the earliest traders in the 1820s encountered. A fur trader named Ogden called
these First Family villages of Northern California and Southern Oregon "Shasta" and then
named the mountains and rivers accordingly.



There were four villages of "Shasta".
When the settlers arrived, there were over 5000 Kaho-sadi and "Shasta" located in various 
villages in the region.
Sadly, the story of what happened to the Kaho-sadi indigenous group and other "Shasta" dialect 
speaking groups is horrific.
It appears that they lived along the rivers, the same rivers that were the miners desired to 
extract the gold, and therefore they were "in the way" of the miners and settlers and so the 
Kaho-sadi had to be "exterminated".
It is documented that during the attempts to relocate the "Shasta" people, American officials 
(I think research shows it was the quasi official ... 'Know Nothing' group) gathered over 3000 
Kaho-sadi and "Shasta" with the promise of treaties, gifts, relocation to reservations and 
a celebration and then they fed them all poisoned beef.
Only 150 Kaho-sadi / "Shasta" people survived the genocidal poisoning at that gathering. 
The bulk of the treaties and gifts promised by the American officials were not honored. 
Many other remaining "Shasta" villages were systematically destroyed through various 
aggressive attacks.
The "Shasta" survivors that somehow remained were forced to relocate to north and south 
reservations.
The Kaho-sadi did not adjust well to the relocation to the coastal areas. It is estimated that in 
total, from the different north and south reservations, there are less than 600 "Shasta" surviving 
today.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shasta_people
As a result of the decimation of these First People, remembering their language has been very 
difficult. Many can not fluently speak their original language and they speak English as their first 
language. This makes knowing the full details of the language very difficult. The Shasta
(Kahosadi) tribe has been asking since the 1980s to be Federally recognized as a tribe in order 
to qualify for assistance and, to my knowledge, the request has not yet been answered. In order 
to be federally recognised these three qualifications must be met: speak an indigenous 
language, have a culture, and have secured land or territory.
It is helpful and important to know all of this when speaking about identities and places in 
regards to the City of Ashland and Bear Creek Valley.

This is another example of a city acknowledging the need for rematriation, this time through 
a land trust organization called Shuumi. 
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/shuumi-land-tax/#:~:text=The%20Shuumi%20Land%20Tax
%20directly,thrive%20in%20the%20Bay%20Area

The Draft Motion is dually aligned with the responsibilities of the SERJAC found on 
webpage https://ashlandoregon.gov/929/Social-Equity-Racial-Justice-Advisory-Co

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shasta_people
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/shuumi-land-tax/#:~:text=The%20Shuumi%20Land%20Tax%20directly,thrive%20in%20the%20Bay%20Area
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September 19, 2024

DRAFT MOTION - PAAC 09/04/24

Motion for Collaboration and Training

Motion Title: Collaborative Partnership with The Social Equity & Racial

Justice Advisory Committee

Motion:

I, Beca Blake, move that the City of Ashland Public Art Advisory

Committee (PAAC) be required to collaborate with The Social Equity &

Racial Justice Advisory Committee (SERJAC) in all future discussions

and projects involving public art that address topics of identity,

especially those related to or possibly impacting protected or

marginalized identities.

Rationale:

1. Ensuring Civil Rights and Equity: When discussing topics of

identity in public art, it is crucial to acknowledge and respect

civil rights and honor the authentic lived experiences of



protected and marginalized identities. Collaboration with

SERJAC will ensure that the PAAC is mindful of these

considerations and aligns with best practices for equity and

inclusion.

2. Celebrating Diversity: Engaging with SERJAC will help the PAAC

to better understand and celebrate the diversity of Ashland's

population and its visitors. This collaboration will promote

amicable intergroup relations and reflect the city's commitment

to representing its diverse community accurately and

respectfully through public art.

3. Supporting the City’s Vision Statement: This motion aligns with

the City of Ashland's Vision Statement for Success, which

includes:

○ Supporting Ashland as a resilient, sustainable community

with a distinctive quality of place.

○ Fostering authentic artistic expression while being open to

new ideas and innovation.



○ Being an open, welcoming community with a positive

economic future.

○ Demonstrating respect for all citizens and promoting

mutual respect, inclusion, and equity.

○ Supporting community and regional cooperation, including

public safety and psycho-social well-being.

4. Advising on DEI and Human Rights Training: The PAAC should

also seek advice from SERJAC on diversity, equity, and inclusion

(DEI) and human rights training if needed. This will ensure that

all members of the PAAC are well-informed and capable of

addressing these important issues effectively.

By adopting this motion, the PAAC will more fully engage its creative

placemaking initiative through appropriate representation and

consideration of community identities. By adopting this motion, the

PAAC will more fully support the city’s vision of being a unique and

caring city that values environmental conservation, artistic

expression, and innovative ideas, while also being committed to

inclusion and equity for all community members.



Action Required:

● Establish formal collaboration protocols between the PAAC and

SERJAC.

● Schedule regular joint meetings or consultations for relevant

public art projects and discussions.

● Implement DEI and human rights training for PAAC members, in

consultation with SERJAC when needed.

Seconded by:

Date:

Vote:
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Here’s the latest news about the Ashland Mural Project
A lot has happened in the last week, and we want to make sure you’re all caught up!

John unveiled the new Ashland mural sketch to a packed house at First Friday on September 6th.

For those of you who couldn’t attend, the image is above. The new illusion of the Elk’s wall turning

into a stage curtain was a hit! The press and media were present, and you’ll find links to the

Oregonian article and the KOBI news interview below.
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Now that we have a final sketch, fundraising for the 'Where the Crow Lights' mural in
downtown Ashland is live at wherethecrowlights.org.

This is not a City-funded project, so we are raising funds from private sources. The goal is to raise

$250,000 to cover all costs: studio overhead, artist assistants, insurance, prep and skim coating of

the wall, installation and equipment, lighting of the final design, fiscal sponsor fee, and John’s

oversight of the installation.

Your generous gift to Where the Crow Lights is tax-deductible, and will help bring this place-

making project to life! Learn more and donate at wherethecrowlights.org.

“Here is
Oregon” Article

“Oregon Live”
Article

KOBI News

This video is a great way

to get to know John and

his vision for the Ashland

mural project. Please

share this with anyone

who hasn’t had a chance

to meet John or visit his

Ashland studio, and

encourage them to

contribute to the mural!

MAKE A GIFT TODAY
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We realize social media isn’t for everyone, so please share this email with friends and
family who may not be following us on social media. Help spread the word about this

amazing project, and let’s raise the funds we need to bring this project to life!

FORWARD TO A FRIEND
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Executive Session 

ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

February 21, 2023 

Mayor Graham, Councilor Hyatt, Bloom, Dahle, Kaplan, DuQuenne and Hansen were present. City 

Manager Joe Lessard, Deputy City Manager Sabrina Cotta, Acting City Attorney Doug McGeary, 

Interim Community Director Brandon Goldman and Public Works Director Scott Fleury were 

present. Items discussed were: 

1. To conduct deliberations with persons the City of Ashland has designated to negotiate

real property transactions pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e)

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Graham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

1. Land Acknowledgement**

Councilor Kaplan read the land acknowledgement. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council Hyatt led the pledge of allegiance. 

Ill. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Graham, Councilors Hyatt, Kaplan, DuQuenne, and Hansen were present. 

IV. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Black History Month Proclamation

Councilor Graham read the Black History Month proclamation, highlighting the struggles 

and successes of the black community. She requested that citizens of Ashland reflect on 

black history for the month. 

Graham noted a procedural issue at the last meeting when she was appointed Mayor. 

She should not have voted, as there is an additional compensation of $500 per year for 

being the mayor. As a result, she asked that the vote be redone. 

Councilor Hyatt/Kaplan m/s, to add an agenda item to reconsider the motion made at 

the prior meeting to nominate Councilor Graham as Mayor. Roll Call Vote: Councilor 

Hansen, Hyatt, DuQuenne, and Kaplan, YES. Motion passed. 

Councilor Hyatt/DuQuenne m/s to suspend the rules and address the Mayoral 

Nomination as the first order of business. Roll Call Vote: Councilor Hansen, Hyatt, 

DuQuenne, and Kaplan, YES. Motion passed. 

Councilor DuQuenne/ Kaplan m/s, moved to appoint Councilor Hyatt as the presiding 

officer for the mayor nomination. Roll Call Vote: Councilor Hansen, Hyatt, Graham, 

DuQuenne, and Kaplan, YES. Motion passed. 
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