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ASHLAND GENERAL 
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON AFFORDABLE CHILDCARE AND EARLY LEARNING AGENDA 

Thursday, June 4, 2026 
Siskiyou Room - 51 Winburn Way - 10:30 AM  

  
  

I. Call to Order  
 1. Confirmation of quorum present 
 2. Approval of draft minutes of 5/7/26 meeting (see agenda packet) 
 3. Suggested additions to today’s agenda 
 4. Brief announcements 

II. Public Forum  

III. Continuation of Business from Previous Meetings  
 1. Discussion of potential partnering with the Ashland Schools Foundation or Ashland Community 

Health Foundation 

a. Strategies for proceeding 
b. Impact on City’s Childcare Affordability Grants 
c. Fundraising strategies 

i. Engaging local businesses 
ii. Grants 
iii. Other 

 
 2. Approaching the Planning Commission about childcare in the Ashland Mills development. 
 3. Updating data on existing early learning/childcare slots in Ashland 

IV. Anticipation of July 2, 2026 Meeting  
 1. Continue discussion of topics carrying over from today’s agenda. 
 2. Suggestions for other topics. 

V. Adjournment  
  
 
 
If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, including electronic attendance, please contact 
Kerrick Gooden at citymanageroffice@ashlandoregon.gov or 541.488.6002 (TTY phone number 
1.800.735.2900).  Notification at least three business days before the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 
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ASHLAND GENERAL 
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON AFFORDABLE CHILDCARE AND EARLY LEARNING 

MINUTES 
May 7, 2026 

Siskiyou Room - 51 Winburn Way - 10:30 AM 
NOTE: These are DRAFT minutes until approved by the committee. 

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:35 am 
In attendance were committee members Paula Hyatt, Lisa Verner, Joanie Keller-Hand, Anne Sebanc, 
John Love, and Jessica Therkeslen (via Zoom) 

Also present was staff liaison Kerrick Gooden 

1. Confirmation of quorum present
Confirmed 

2. Approval of draft minutes of the 4/2/2026 meeting (see agenda packet)
Keller-Hand moved to approve the minutes. Sebanc seconded the motion. All ayes. Motion passed. 

3. Suggested additions to today's agenda

4. Brief announcements
Therkelsen and Sebanc reported on having attended the Nonprofit Association of Oregon's Nonprofit 
Leaders Conference, held recently in Ashland. Therkelsen noted that representatives from United Way 
and others were in attendance, but no significant attention was given to preschool children or younger. 
Sebanc agreed to reach out to Dee Anne Everson regarding some grant opportunities, and to ask how 
Jackson County United Way is addressing birth-to-age-5 childcare needs. Love reminded the 
committee that Governor Kotek took up the issue of pre-K chidcare through an Early Childhood Care 
and Learning system Roundtable. Love and Hyatt will follow up on this. 

II. Public Forum

None 

Ill. Continuation of Business from Previous Meetings 

1. Review City's Childcare Affordability Grants application (see agenda packet - Paula)

1. Are any changes needed?
2. Process for reaching out to potential applicants

The committee reviewed the updates to the Affordable Childcare Grant program for 2026/27, as 
approved at the last meeting, and asked Gooden to launch the program with an application deadline 

of June 19, 2026: 
Love moved to release the Affordable Childcare Grant Program with an application deadline of June 

19, 2026 for review at the following meeting. Hyatt seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed. 

2. Discussion of potential partnering with the Ashland Schools Foundation (Paula)
Hyatt briefed the committee on her meeting with ASD Superintendent Joseph Hattrick. Hattrick 
expressed interest in supporting a charter change with the Ashland Schools Foundation to include pre­

K support, and explained this process would take time. Committee discussion included that this was 
the last year for this funding allocation, the potential to allocate some or all of the remaining childcare 
funding towards ASF, the relative impacts to potential applicants of the grant program, and outcomes 
as reported by providers who have benefited from the program to date. 

3. Appeal to the Ashland Planning Commission (see agenda packet - Lisa)
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